
 
 
 
 
 

Irmo High School  
International School for the Arts 

English 2 Honors (1 credit) 
2019 - 2020  

 
Teacher’s Name:  Jennifer Tudor       Room Number: 128 
Email:   jtudor@lexrich5.org       Website:  https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/1866  
Phone:  803 – 476 - 3081   

  
I. Course Description:   Prerequisite: Must have passed English 1.  This course meets the state requirement for 

honors courses and meets the requirements for English 2. In this course students will read extensively to 
strengthen their skills and deepen their understanding of literary and informational texts. This course will 
expose students to literary and informational texts that will steadily increase in sophistication and complexity. 
Emphasis will be placed on drawing evidence from literary and informational texts in order to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. Additionally, this course will challenge students to apply their skills and 
knowledge in the areas of writing, speaking and listening, word study, and language. Writing instruction will 
focus on teaching students to assert and defend claims and in order to demonstrate what they know about a 
topic. Students will learn to consider task, purpose, and audience as well as how to combine information, 
structures, and formats deliberately to make their claim. Students will participate in research that requires 
them to gather information, evaluate sources, and cite material accurately. Students will become skilled in 
determining and clarifying the meanings of words and phrases in order to comprehend complex texts and 
build extensive vocabularies. Because of the pace, depth, and rigor, this course is highly recommended for 
students who plan to take Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate courses in the future. All 
English 2 students must take South Carolina’s end-of-course exam. 
  

II. Instructional Goals:  The goals for the year are for each student to be an eager reader, a confident writer, an 
inquisitive researcher, and an improved communicator.  Specifically, students will: 

 
● read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
● determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 

details and ideas.  
● draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
● integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally.  
● delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 

well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
● demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking.  
● determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.  

● produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

● write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 

III. Course  Standards :  South Carolina State Adopted Standards 
 

IV. Fees & Explanation:  None.  
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V. Textbook, Supplemental Materials, and Supplemental Reading(s):  Students will be issued a literature book 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Collections .  Various other materials (novels, articles, stories, songs, films, etc.) 
will be utilized throughout the year according to instructional needs.  Possible works include, but are not 
limited to:  All Quiet on the Western Front, Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood, A Hand Full of Stars, 
Hiroshima,  and  Things Fall Apart . 

 
VI. Other Requirements:  Three-ring binder with dividers, loose-leaf notebook paper, #2 pencils, blue/black ink 

pens 
 

VII. Instructional Organization:  Each quarter will include a focus on grammar, word study, research, 
communication, reading, writing, and study skills.  Students will be expected to participate in large group 
discussions, Socratic seminars, small group work, independent research and study, and student presentations. 
Assignments may include timed writing, formal essays, speeches, seminars, debates, class discussions, 
non-fiction and fiction reading assignments, and multimedia projects.  

 
VIII. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures:   Student progress is determined through both 

formative and summative assessments.  Formative assignments may include but are not limited to quizzes 
(vocabulary, reading, skill-based), informal writing assignments, and general class work.  Summative 
assignments may include but are not limited to tests, formal writing, research-based products, and 
culminating products. All graded assignments will fall into the following categories which are weighted 
based on complexity, amount of time required, and overall relevance to the course standards:  

 
a. Quarter Grade Distribution: SC Uniform Grading Scale: 

Major Assessments/Tests  30% A =  90-100 
Minor Assessments/Quizzes 20% B =  80-89 
Major Projects 30% C =  70-79 
Minor Projects/Classwork 20% D =  60-69 
  F =  Below 60 
 

b. Year Grade Distribution: 
1 st  Semester:  2 nd 

Semester: 
 Final Grade Distribution: 

1 st  Quarter 40%  3 rd  Quarter 40% 1 st  Semester 50% 
2 nd  Quarter 40%  4 th  Quarter 40% 2 nd  Semester 50% 
Midterm 20%  Final 20%   

 

c. Homework:  Homework will be regularly assigned to: 1. practice and review skills, 2. complete an 
in-class assignment, and 3. prepare and complete reading and writing projects. 
 

d. Late Work:   Students are expected to manage their time in such a way as to remain current with 
assignments. All work is due at the beginning of the next class meeting, unless otherwise noted. 
Students will be given a grace period of two classes. The first class the work is late, students will 
incur an 11 point penalty. On the second class the work is late, students will incur a 31 point penalty; 
the highest grade that can be received is a 69 (remember, “D” for deadline).  

 

e. Extra Credit:   Periodic extra credit in the form of various enrichment activities will be available to 
ALL students, not to individual students. 

 

f. Rubrics:   Rubrics for all projects will be provided to students when the project is assigned. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

IX.  Major curricular topics for the year:  (Please note that all plans will be monitored and adjusted based on 
students’ needs.) 

 
UNIT SCCR STANDARD 

Unit 1  
Europe:  All Quiet 
on the Western 
Front 
EQ: How does our 
environment 
impact our sense of 
self? 

E.2-RL.5.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text; identify multiple supported interpretations. 
E.2-RL.6.1:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
E.2-RL.11:  Explain how the author’s ideas or claims are supported through the use of text features and 
structures. 
E.2-W.2.1:   Write informative/explanatory texts that: A. introduce a topic; B. use relevant information 
from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to 
make connections and distinctions; D. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; E. include 
formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as needed; F. develop the topic with well- 
chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; G. quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
H. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; I.use appropriate 
and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
among complex ideas and concepts; J. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage 
the complexity of the topic; 
K. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline; and L. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented. 

Unit 2  
Southwest and 
South Central Asia: 
Persepolis, A Hand 
Full of Stars 
EQ: How is 
self-expression a 
tool for power? 

E.2-RI.5.1:  Cite significant textual evidence in order to articulate explicit meanings and meanings that 
can be inferred from the text; identify multiple supported interpretations. 
E.2-RI.6.1:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
E.2-RI.9.2:  Build upon and continue applying previous learning. Determine or clarify the meaning of a 
word or phrase using knowledge of word patterns, origins, bases and affixes. 
E.2-W.2.1:   Write informative/explanatory texts that: A. introduce a topic; B. use relevant information 
from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to 
make connections and distinctions; D. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; E. include 
formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as needed; F. develop the topic with well- 
chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; G. quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
H. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; I.use appropriate 
and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
among complex ideas and concepts; J. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage 
the complexity of the topic; 
K. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline; and L. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented. 

Unit 3  
East Asia and the 
Pacific:  Hiroshima 
EQ: What does it 
mean to be a 
survivor? 
 

E.2-RL.5.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text; identify multiple supported interpretations. 
E.2-RL.6.1:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
E.2.RI.11.2:  Analyze and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 



 

 
E.2-W.1.1:  Write arguments that: A. introduce a precise claim and differentiate between the claim and 
counterclaims; B. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; D. use an organizational structure that logically sequences and 
establishes clear relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, warrants, and evidence; E. develop 
the claim and counterclaims ethically without bias, providing credible evidence and accurate 
interpretation of data for each while delineating the strengths and limitations of the claim and 
counterclaims; F. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; G. 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation; H. avoid logical fallacies and demonstrate an understanding of objectivity 
and subjectivity; I. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented; and J. include a call to action. 

Unit 4  
Africa:  Things Fall 
Apart  
EQ: What happens 
when belief 
systems of societies 
and individuals 
come into conflict? 

E.2-RI.5.1:  Cite significant textual evidence in order to articulate explicit meanings and meanings that 
can be inferred from the text; identify multiple supported interpretations. 
E.2-RI.11.1:  Explain how the author’s ideas or claims are supported through the use of text features and 
structures.  
E.2-RI.7.1:  Explain how the use of different mediums, modalities, or formats impacts the reader’s 
understanding of events, topics, concepts, and ideas in argument or informative texts. 
E.2-W.2.1:   Write informative/explanatory texts that: A. introduce a topic; B. use relevant information 
from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to 
make connections and distinctions; D. assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; E. include 
formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension as needed; F. develop the topic with well- 
chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic; G. quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation; 
H. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; I.use appropriate 
and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
among complex ideas and concepts; J. use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage 
the complexity of the topic; 
K. establish and maintain a consistent style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline; and L. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented. 

Unit 5  
The Tragedy of 
Macbeth  
EQ: Are we 
governed by fate or 
free will? 

E.2-RL.5.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text; identify multiple 
supported interpretations. 
E.2-RL.6.1:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
E.2-RL.11:  Explain how the author’s ideas or claims are supported through the use of text features and 
structures. 
E.2-W.1.1:  Write arguments that: A. introduce a precise claim and differentiate between the claim and 
counterclaims; B. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; D. use an organizational structure that logically sequences and 
establishes clear relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, warrants, and evidence; E. develop 
the claim and counterclaims ethically without bias, providing credible evidence and accurate 
interpretation of data for each while delineating the strengths and limitations of the claim and 
counterclaims; F. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; G. 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation; H. avoid logical fallacies and demonstrate an understanding of objectivity 
and subjectivity; I. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented; and J. include a call to action. 

Unit 6  
Synthesis: Putting 
it all together  
EQ: How does 
literature shape our 
understanding of 
culture and 

E.2-RL.5.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text; identify multiple 
supported interpretations. 
E.2-RL.7.1:  Trace the development of a common theme in two different artistic mediums. 
E.2-W.1.1:  Write arguments that: A. introduce a precise claim and differentiate between the claim and 
counterclaims; B. use relevant information from multiple print and multimedia sources; C. assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; D. use an organizational structure that logically sequences and 



 

 
society? establishes clear relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, warrants, and evidence; E. develop 

the claim and counterclaims ethically without bias, providing credible evidence and accurate 
interpretation of data for each while delineating the strengths and limitations of the claim and 
counterclaims; F. develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting; G. 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation; H. avoid logical fallacies and demonstrate an understanding of objectivity 
and subjectivity; I. provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented; and J. include a call to action. 

  
 

X. Absences and Make-Up Policies:   Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to an absence. If 
the student misses 1 day, the make-up work must be completed within 2 school days. If the student misses 2 
or more consecutive days, the make-up work must be completed with 5 school days. If circumstances dictate 
that the material which had been missed requires more time to be made up, the teacher will have the 
discretion to extend the deadline.  Students who miss a test, quiz, or other class work due to an absence will 
need to make up the work after school or at a time agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning 
to school.  If at all possible, a test or other major assignment missed due to a prearranged absence should be 
completed before the absence occurs.  
Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades.  Absent students are expected 
to contact the teacher or a classmate to collect the assignments they miss.  Ultimately, it is the student’s 
responsibility to ensure that all work, especially assignments missed due to an absence, is completed in a 
timely manner. 

 
XI. Academic Assistance:  Extra help is available before school, during teacher planning (2A and 5B), during 

academic enrichment time, and after school on an appointment basis only.  
 

XII. Classroom Management Plan / Classroom Expectations  
a. Classroom Rules: 

● Be Polite —treat others with kindness and respect. Talk only with permission. Keep your hands, 
feet, and other objects to yourself. 

● Be Prompt —be in your seat on time. Go to and from the class quickly and quietly. Wait to be 
dismissed by the teacher.  

● Be Prepared —come to class prepared every day with all materials. Sharpen your pencil before 
class begins.  Wait until the end of class to throw away waste paper. 

● Be Productive —listen and follow all directions given by your teacher the first time.  Participate in 
all class activities.  Do your own work and try your best.  

● Be Professional —respect school property and the property of others. Observe all school rules as 
indicated in the student handbook.  Food or drink is only allowed with permission. All grooming 
should be done in the restroom. 

 
b. Consequences:   For students who choose to not follow the rules, the following consequences may 

apply (not necessarily in this order):  verbal warning, conference with student, change of seat, parent 
contact, and/or detention.  Severe or chronic misbehavior will result in an automatic detention or 
referral to an administrator. 
 

c. Chromebook/electronic device expectations:   Students are expected to use any electronic devices 
for academic purposes only.  Each student will be expected to have their charged Chromebook with 
them on a daily basis.  Students who do not have a charged Chromebook in class may be referred to 
their administrator for disciplinary action.  Gaming, picture-taking, YouTube, social texting, or any 
non-academic use will not be allowed after the classroom bell has rung. Students will not be allowed 
to charge any electronic devices in class.  

 



 

 
d. Parent Contact:   You may contact me anytime you have questions, concerns, or would like to set up 

a conference by email (preferred) at  jtudor@lexrich5.org  or by phone at (803) 476-3081.  
 

e. Student Progress Reports:   Parents can monitor students’ progress by accessing Parent Portal on the 
IHS webpage:  https://www.lexrich5.org/ihs .  Please contact the school for access codes and additional 
information.  

 
f. Class Webpage:   To access the class webpage go to:  https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/1866  

 
g. Exam Exemption Policy:   Exam exemption is offered for students who have excellent attendance. 

Eligibility criteria and procedures are provided in the student handbook and in class meetings. For 
those students choosing an exemption, student's exam grade will be entered as the average of the two 
nine weeks grades.  

 
XIII. Honor Code:  In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the 

community of School District 5 of Lexington & Richland counties, each individual should accept the 
personal responsibility to exhibit & promote academic & social integrity. The  Academic Honesty Policy  is 
being implemented to ensure that students submit credible work that is evident of their content mastery. 
Students should be totally honest in their dealings with others. They should complete their own work and be 
evaluated based upon its originality. They should avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, 
including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct. If a student is 
caught cheating, copying work, or plagiarizing, he or she will receive a ZERO for that assignment. 
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